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Last Updated(Beijing Time):2012-07-04 02:48

Oll spill lawsuits find way to Texas court

* On July 2, 2012, a group of fishermen from Shandong Province,
China, sued ConocoPhillips at the Federal District Court in

Texas, the site of ConocoPhillips' headquarters.

* The move Is the latest attempt by people affected by oll spills in
Bohal Bay In June last year to win compensation from the US
company allegedly responsible for the disaster.

Conocgl;hillips



‘Oil spill lawsuits
Parties and relevant experts

_ Donna Xue,
Stuart Smith spokeswoman
with Smith Stag for

LLC
Smith Stag LLC
in New Orleans

ConocoPhillips
China

“My office did not have

"It was in the US where any knowledge of the
executives for ConocoPhillips k. lawsuit, so I decline to
made many of the decisions comment further before |
that led to the environmental could contact the

carnage in Bohai Bay. We are company's headquarters in
bringing the case in Houston, the United States.”

where ConocoPhillips is

headquartered. Jia Fangyi, a lawyer at Great Wall Law Firm
in China, acted as a bridge between Chinese
fishermen and US law firms.

“The 30 Shandong fishermen are the first group and another 470 have already
signed contracts with the three US law firms that are filing the lawsuit against
ConocoPhillips.”



Strengths

US courts carry the principle of long-arm
jurisdiction, which refers to the ability of
local courts to exercise jurisdiction over

out-of-state defendants.
Opportunities

1.Three firms have been preparing
the class action since 2011.

2. All the contacted fishermen will
get free legal service from the

three US law firms"

The 30 Shandong fishermen are the first group
and another 470 have already signed contracts
with the three US law firms that are filing the
lawsuit against ConocoPhillips

Weakness

No money was allocated to the

other affected areas such as

Shandong and Tianjin.

Threat

The case can be

"uncertain and long”.
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FINAL
JUDGE : a

2016

This case has nothing to-do with the Unlted
States or Company.

The fishermen - through, factually devoid
pleadings and untenable legal theories - have
attempted to litigate a dispute that is in every
conceéivable way Chinese. This case-is a strike
suit - a suit filed not because the courts are
likely to think it meritorious but because the
defendant seems likely to settle on some terms
rather than bear the expense of press releases.

If the court wereto adjudicate the
fishermen's claims, it would be i |gnor|ng
China's determinations and.
administrative action - something thls
court is unwilling to do

-

Case 4:12-cv-01976 Document 64 Filed in TXSD on 11/08/16 Page 1 of 7

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXA! .

United Sta lu District Court
ENTERED
November 08, 2016
David J. Bradley, Clerk

Peiqing Cong, ct dl.,
Plaintiffs,
versus

Civil Action H-12-1976

ConocoPhillips Company,

LN W W W W) W LN Ln W

Defendant.
Opinion on Dismissal

1. Introduction.

Oil seeped from the seabed into a bay in China. Fishermen living along and working in
it have sued an American oil company saying it is responsible. The American company is the
parent of the parent of a Liberian company. The Liberian company has a joint interest in a
mineral concession with the People’s Republic of China. The joint venture’s operation of the
oil field may have damaged the fishermen’s property interest in China. Before suing in Texas,
the fishermen sought relief from the State Oceanic Administration of China and from a Chinese
court of law. Both failed.

This suit is the result of hyperactive lawyers — not the greed of hard-working Chinese
fishermen. The American lawyers have conceded that they have no knowledge of Chinese law
nor records or statements from the fishermen — nothing from which they could have possibly

evaluated the facts and law.” The fishermen’s claims will be dismissed.

% Background.

The Bohai Sea is the northernmost gulf of the Yellow Sea on China’s northeast coast.
It borders the Chinese provinces of Liaoning, Shandong, and Hebei — just west of the Korean
peninsula. China considers it to be her territorial waters. Parts of it are used for fishing and

aquaculture, including the seeding and harvesting of scallops and sea cucumbers.

*Fed. R. Civ. P. 11.
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-foreign defendants,

BERPUTR

the ability of local
courts to
exercise jurisdiction over

whether on a statutory m oWk s
o ! 2009 IS ST
basis or through a

b
C Our t S .\Le% EB’.REEEE*REUE:P . m‘ e fishermen's claims against ConocoPhillips Company will be dismissed with
1nherent Jurl sdiction KEEERS TS EEREN :
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